
Congratulations, you’ve made the decision to publish independently! 

Here’s what you’re in for… 
 

Do you have a finished manuscript? 

Yes No 

Have you revised and edited the whole 

manuscript at least once or twice (minimum)? 

Finish writing that thing! 

Great! Send to a handful of 

chosen beta readers for feedback 

on plot, character, pacing, etc. 

Yes 

No Get revising. Edit extensively for 

story continuity, character arcs, 

inconsistencies, and errors. 

Are your beta readers happy? 

No Yes 

Rework and/or hire a 

Development Editor. 

Have you hired an editor to review 

your work? (Developmental, Copy, 

Line, Proofreader) 

Yes No 
Hire the right kind of editor to make sure your story 

flows, your character arcs shine, your grammar is in 

good shape, and you havne’t made tyops.   ;o) 

Is your editor happy with the 

manuscript? 
No 

Yes 
Get promotional blurbs from other 

authors, book bloggers, reviewers, etc. 

Hire cover artist & set agreed upon 

deadline for cover, internal file 

images for print pages, & internal 

file for ebook. 

Purchase ISBN (1 for each version 

of book needed - hardcover, 

paperback, ebook) and barcode 

from Bowker. 

Set up registration with 

publishing company. 

(i.e. Ingram Spark) 

Prepare inside cover page with ISBN, 

copyright info & credits. 

Load files. Choose desired 

publishing date and presale date. 

File for copyright. 

www.copyright.gov 

Order ARC for print review. No 

Errors? 

Yes 

Fix & Reload files. 

You’ve got a finished book! Now 

prepare your website, advertising 

materials, promotional bookmarks, 

stickers, pins, business cards, and swag!  

          www.lryanstorms.com 


